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GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING

The BFSS General Mem—
bership Meeting began at 5 PM
on October 14th at Kelly Air
Park. Seven members were in
attendance, with Hans Arnold
acting as Chairman, Tim Wood
Secretary.

The approval of minutes
from the last General Meeting
of Members was deferred.

The Chairman introduced
the new officers of the Soci-
ety, as appointed by the new-
ly elected Board of Directors
at its meeting on October
1Z2th,- 1995
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Bill Gerblick, President

Tom Eggers, Vice President
John Goodlette, Treasurer
Tim Wood, Secretary

The Treasurer made his
report on the financial state
of the Society at the end of
September. He reported that
the Kolstad Fund had received
over $1400 net in the recent
collection. The cash balance
stood at $15,438; the bank
loan was $45,497; and the
total equity was $51,068.

Net cash inflow on the year-
to—date was $3642, which was
$4995 below budget. This was
partly due to weather-related
reduced flying and higher
than budget costs. Mark Pal-
mer proposed that the finan-
cial statements be accepted.
The motion was seconded by
Joe Baer and approved unani-
mously.

Alice Palmer's article
on the Kolstad Award in the
October issue of Soaring was
briefly discussed. It was
commented that it (the arti-
cle) was very well written
and she was congratulated for
it.

Mark Palmer informed
members that a mediation
settlement had been reached
with Ben Kelly and the Home

Owners Association. He high-
lighted some key provisions,
including:

0 The transfer to Ben Kelly
from the Society of responsi-
bility for common area main-—
tenance, including runways.
The Society agreed to pay Mr.
Kelly $18,000, with cash pay-—
ments of $7000 now, $4000 by
January 31, 1996, and $7000
to be paid out of tow fees at
S1 per tow.

0 The ending of the require-
ment for the gliding opera-
tion to remain open for at
least four days per week
year—round.

0 A new four-person Liaison
Committee between BFSS and
the Homeowners Association.

. BFSS members on this commit-

tee are Walt Lafford and Mark
Palmer.

0 The new powers of Ben kel-
ly to judge fitness of the
field for flight operations
in wet weather.

0 Efforts to improve rela-
tions with the Homeowners
Association in the future
including four days per year
when glider operations will
be suspended and static dis-
plays will be set up for vis-—
itors.

0 BFSS to place and pay for




an ad in "Soaring", advertis-
ing lots for sale at the Air
Park.

Proposed by John Good-
lette and seconded by Tim
Wood, a resolution was made
to accept the mediated set-—
tlement without change.

After full discussion, the
resolution was unanimously
supported by all members
present in person, and repre-
sented by proxy.

A related motion was
then proposed by John Good-
lette and seconded by Mark
Palmer: "That the 'Group of
Four' be empowered to serve
as a permanent committee for
the purpose of reaching
agreement on field rules,
radio procedures and other
things of an operational and
safety nature. That the BFSS
representatives to the 'Group
of Four' shall be Walt Laf-
ford and Mark Palmer, who

ity indefinitely. They are
empowered to act for the So-
ciety after consultation with
the appropriate club mem-
bers."

A full discussion was
held about this resolution,
including a strong concern by
one member that these powers
were too sweeping, and that
the regular committees and
officers of the Society might
not have an adequate say on
important matters handled by
this group.

The resolution was
passed with one member ab-
staining and no opposing
votes.

There was a discussion
of the need for more line
crew volunteers. All members
present were asked to ask
other members to participate.

There being no further
business, the meeting was

ad journed.
= Tim Wood, Secretary.

THE "PREZ" SEZ:

What's going on? An
election has occurred, the
Board of Directors for the
next year has been chosen,
the officers appointed. A
new agreement has been worked
out by which BFSS will live
and operate at Kelly Air
Park. The "Group of Four"
has been chosen and these
folks will direct the future
issues that concern Kelly Air
Park. And I would like to
say that a lot of people
worked hard to bring about
these very important events.
So, THANK YOU to all in-
volved. The names that have
been brought to my attention
are Ben Kelly, Bob Lees, Mark

o ~_ Palmer and Walt Lafford. I
shall continue in this capac-

know there are others.
Thanks to—them as well.
As I write thisy;-a

much—improved runway is being =

installed. I think this is
going to be great for all
users of Kelly Air Park. I
can hardly wait to try out a
landing and maybe even a
takeoff.

The end of the year is
quickly approaching and we
need to get some issues
cleaned up, so come to the
last two membership meetings
and help us do it. Lastly,
my thanks to my predecessor,
Tom Eggers.
in his shoes two weeks and I
can only say "Thanks for all
the work you did as President
of BFSS".

— Bill Gerblick, President.

I have only been .

COMING EVENTS

Nov 7 — 7 PM - BFSS Board
Meeting, Gliderport.

Nov 11 = 5 PM - General Mem—
bership Meeting, Glider-
port.

Nov 18-19 - BFSS Wave Camp,
Westcliffe, CO.

Dec 5 = 7 PM - BFSS Board
Meeting, Gliderport.

Dec 9 - BFSS Christmas Party,
Location TBA.

Jan 9 - 7 PM - BFSS Board
Meeting, Gliderport.

Jan 13 - 5 PM - General Mem—
bership Meeting, Glider-
port.

Feb 6 — 7 PM — BFSS Board
Meeting, Gliderport.

Feb 10 - 5 PM - General Mem-—
bership Meeting, Glider-
port.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
-74§i;;gé-ﬁake the follow-
ing changes to your BFSS mem-—
bership roster.

Donaiaﬁﬁl“ﬁopkiﬁ§”
3699 S. Zeno Way
Aurora, CO 80013
(H)(303) 690-4453
(W)(303) 348-3616

Richard Lesnick

10120 S. Silver Maple Circle
Highland Ranch, CO 80126

(H)

Joel Flamenbaum

5 Citation Drive
Henrietta, NY 14467
(H)(716) 359-3921

Mark Palmer
(W)(303) 971-3002

MEMBER ACCOMPLISHMENTS

A great father—and-son




achievement! Nate Schaumberg
made his first solo flight on
Sunday, October 8 (Alice Pal-
mer was his instructor), and
Harry Schaumberg received his
glider rating on Friday, Oc-
tober 13th - that's Friday,
the 13th!.

Also, Walt Lafford and
Dave Leonard finished 2d and
3d in CSA's Labor Day con-
test.

WE GET LETTERS

Black Forest Soaring Society
24566 David C. Johnson Loop
Elbert, CC 80106
October 26, 1995

As you know, we have
reached settlement of all
disputes with Ben Kelly and
the Kelly Air Park Homeowners
Association. Once the par-
ties started discussions, the
walls between us came down
quickly when each side saw
the real issues.

We need as a club to
carefully consider our future
at Kelly Air Park. As Mark
Palmer said, for years Ben
Kelly has received what he
perceives only as demands
from BFSS and we the same
from him. Over time, the
situation grew mere and more
hostile as each side became
more distant from the other.

I cannot overly stress
to you that from what I saw
in the litigation process,
even in the heat of confron-
tation, Ben Kelly is a real
gentleman. The situation
between BFSS and Ben Kelly
has grown worse over time
because the development
hasn't worked out as planned
and the sides have become too
polarized from each other.
Any spiril of cooperation has
been negated by demands that
each side perceives as ad-
verse to their interest.

There is no guestion
that we have a new day at
Kelly Air Park that the Air
Park needs to accomplish its
goals. The funding must come
from somewhere to maintain
operations and improvements.

However, we must remem-—
ber that BFSS owes a great
deal to Ben Kelly. He, after
all, gave us our lot without
cost which enabled BFSS to
relocate and get started. He
deserves our respect and ap-
preciation. I have observed
first hand, as did members of
your board and mediation team
comprised of Mark Palmer and
Walt Lafford, that cordiality
on our part will go a long
way with Ben to restore our
relations.

- Bob Lees.

FLY-IN REVIEW: SILVER HEELS
GLIDERPORT

In early October, Alice
and I had the chance to visit
Denver Soaring Council's Sil-
ver Heels Gliderport, outside
of Como, Colorado. DSC had
invited all the clubs to come
and visit and have a barbe-
cue, and in the true spirit
of Colorado clubs, almost no
one showed up. Alice and I,
along with Jim Schwerin, were
the BFSS contingent.

Silver Heels is billed
as the world's highest glider
port, and at 9600 feet, I
don't doubt it. Leadville
airport, just over the hill,
is higher, but at 9900 feet,
not by much. Despite the
altitude, Silver Heels has a
lot going for it. It is lo-
cated in the heart of South
Park just north of Fairplay.
It's on the east side of
highway 285 and has the tra-
ditional dirt road leading to
the field. The setting is
spectacular with snow—capped
mountains all around and Mt.

Evans to the north.

Three runways have been
graded and rolled, but the
field is flat enough that you
can land just about any di-
rection in an emergency.
Keep in mind that while the
field is flat, it's not nec-—
essarily smooth — the field
is mostly clumps of buffalo
grass and the occasional
chuck hole. There is a 200+
foot hill on the west side of
the field. It doesn't really
interfere with the flying
operations and it would make
a great site for RC model
flying (Jim Schwerin and I
are already planning to come
back with our RC gliders).

The facilities at Sil-
ver Heels are primitive.
There's a port—a—potty and a
wind sock. Alice and I
thought far enough ahead to
bring chairs. It was a chil-
ly day and it was windy; the
wind made the experience
pretty tough going. Long
term plans call for a hanger
and a club house. However,
if you want to win friends
fast, go and visit in a
motorhome.

The flying is superb.
Rather than having to fight
your way to the mountains,
vou're already there. To the
west is Silver Heels Mountain
and a ridge beyond that 1is
the Climax mine. Brecken-—
ridge is to the northwest.
There are a number of ridges
going north/south and some
southeast/northwest. So Sil-
ver Heels has the potential
for thermal, ridge and wave
on the same day. The day we
were there was mostly thermal
and wave mixed with lots of
rotor. The flying, we're
told, tends to start late but
go late. DSC has a fabulous
wave window, almost 250
square miles, that stretches
from Fairplay to Climax mine
to Breckenridge to Kenosha




Pass and back. The bound-
aries start a half mile west
of the field so there are no
long tows to the wave area.
Right now DSC is leas-
ing a 235 Pawnee which did
very well on the day we were
there (temps in the 50s,
strong winds down the run-—
way), but even that will be-
come more marginal on warm
summer days. DSC alsoc has a
winch and with their wide--
open field conjures up
visions of a Colorado Winch
0ff. We could get their
winch, our winch, CSA's and
perhaps Doug Curry's and go
for it side by side (better
than watching tractor pulls!.
The club can lay out 6000
feet of cable at a time so
good high starts are possi-
bie. Density altitude will
definitely be a factor in the
summer affecting the tow-
planes, winches and gliders.

. DG deesn it hguea He oce oo oo
clubhouse but they rent fa-

cilities nearby for their
weekend barbecues and over-—
nights (we had a barbecue at
the Indian Mountain Ski
Lodge). There is a small B&B
type hotel in Como and Fair-
play is only ten miles away.

Silver Heels is a dia-
mond in the rough but it's a
wonderful place to fly. The
club is small but very
friendly and welcomes visi-
tors with open arms. They
are open almost every week-
end, but to be sure you might
want to talk with Fred Pool
(303) 794-3186 or Rob and
Karin Hanbury (303) 670-9638.
Alice and I plan to return
with Go Fast and do some
heavy duty winching!

I give it 4 out of five
stars — great field, flying
and friendly club, but the
sparse facilities make this a
tough one for a family out-
ing.

To get to Silver Heels:

from Denver, take highway 285
to Kenosha Pass. Just before
the town of Como, you'll see
"Colorado State Gliderport”
signs pointing to the left
(east). Go east on Indian
Hills Road about 1.5 miles
and turn right on the dirt
road. You go down a gully
and around and there you

are — look for the trailers
and the port—-a-potty. From
Colorado Springs take Highway
24 to the intersection of
Highway 285 and go north just
past Como.

= Mark Palmer.

Safety Column

...You are probably
wondering how your newly ap-
pointed Safety Coordinator is
going to tackle his job. I'll
let you in on a secret: So
am I...

lutionary. There are two
things a I am certain about:
(1) Safety does not simply
happen by itself and (2) Saf-
ety cannot be imposed from
above. From these two axioms
I deduce that safety can only
come from the will of the
membership to make it happen.
I need vour inputs

Yes, there are some
established safety procedures
— by tradition or in
writing - which the members
and staff are expected to
follow; and we may, occasion—
ally, add to these il appro-
priate. But that is a very
minor part. The essence of
safety has to be safety-con-—
sciousness — and that can
only exist as a culture lead-
ing to a self-imposed disci-—
pline.

Perhaps the most power-—
ful way to enhance and main-—
tain safety is discussion
among members in all phases
of soaring activity. If you

spot what might be an unsafe
condition in another person's
operation (rigging, moving a
ship, take—off, thermalling,
landing etec.), alert him/her
to it in a non-challenging
manner. If another person
alerts you to such a percep-—
tion, take it in the spirit
in which the comment is of-
fered. Don't jump down her/
his throat. Yes, I know that
we are all prone to sense
adversarial relationships
where none exist, and that
our first reaction to cri-—
tique is to reject unsolic-
ited comments. Don't ! 1In-
stead, say "thank you",
count to ten and re-play what
you just heard. Maybe, just
maybe, you have heard some-
thing that is useful toward
making your soaring safer.
If not, there's no harm done.
If yes, you have just taken a
positive step toward greater

I -wiew the job as eve= — gafepy.

Coping with crises is
certainly spectacular, and
makes for great stories af-
terwards. In my view, how-
ever, the essence of safety
is the prevention of crises,
by taking timely, appropriate
actions to avoid (or resolve)
situations which have the
potential of leading to
crises. And that is an on-
going task for each and every
one of us.

I am very dependent on
every one of you: I need to
.hear your views on safety, on
what you think can or should
be done, as well your percep-
tions on what I am doing and
how I am going about it. To
this end there's a "Safety
Coordinator" pigeonhole in
the office. Please use it!

I will continue to
spend some of my time at the
gliderport observing and -
where necessary — commenting
directly on what I believe
may be unsafe situations or




practices; and also discuss—
ing safety issues with all
comers.
* 7 *

Effective the beginning
of August, we decided to stop
using chain-links for towing
gliders equipped with Tost
tow releases. They are Lo be
towed with Tost double rings,
which were purchased for this
purpose — despite their sub-
stantial cost. This will
prevent possible malfunctions
of the backward-release mech-
anism of some Tost tow re-—
leases in case ol grossly
excessive slack in, or over-—
running the tow-rope. We
will continue to use chain-—
links in ground operations.

We have, however, en-—
countered an annoying prob-
lem: Because these rings
were not spliced, but looped,
to their weah links, we have
already lost a couple of
them. Please inspect weak
links before use, and make
sure you only use those which
have the rings spliced into
them. Tost double rings cost
as much as a month's member-
ship in BFSS. We can'tL af-
ford to lose them.

L s
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The use of cut-off
plastic oil containers (or
similar devices) to protect
weak links is not without
hazard: On a recent flight,
the glider pilot was forced
Lo prematurely release from
tow (at about 600 ft. AGL)
because his ailrspeed read
between 0 and 20 knots. Im—
mediately after release, air-
speed reading returned to
normal. The cause.: A cut-—
off ¢i1l container obstructing
the airflow to the pitot

which — in some gliders, such
as Salto and Libelle - 1is

the tow—hook.
If your glider has such a
tow—hook/pitot arrangement,
insist - and verify - that

moeunted within

any possible obstructing de-
vice be removed from the tow-—
rope and weak-link before
hook=-up.

oL AL o
~ w iy

I have heard about pro-
blems occurring when using
Nelson Flowmeters in conjunc—
tion with oxygen regulators
delivering an output pressure
of 70 psi (e.g., Puritan—-Zep
or Puritan Bennett and simi-
lar regulators) - specifical-
iy, of the Tygon tubing (be-
tween the regulator and the
Flow-meter) bursting in
flight or detaching itself
from the connector, resulting
in a loud noise followed by a
non—functioning oxygen sys-—
tem.

Needless to say, if
this happens to you, you
should (for your own safety)
immediately descend to 14,000
Ft. or below and, within 30
minutes, to 12,500 ft. or
below (FAR § 91.211).

There have also been
rumors that Nelson Flowmeters
are not designed to operate
at this input pressure.

I have discussed this
with Jerry Nelson of Nelson
Aircraft Co. {the manufact-
urer of the Flowmeter). He
assures me that Nelson Flow—
meters are tested to safely
operate above 70 psi. Re-—
garding the tubing, he states
that there is significant
variability in Tygon tubing,
s0 that some production
batches may not safely with-
stand 70 psi. However, Norton
Performance Plastics Corpora-
tion (the manufacturer of
Tygon) also produces another
type of tubing, called Tygo-
thane, which has a burst-
strength of 350 psi, and
which 1s therefore quite safe
at 70 psi operating pressure.

If this situation con-—
cerns you, then I suggest
that you contact Nelson Air-
craft Co. {(800-552-8065) to

ask for replacement tubing
and replacement Detiker hose-
clamps. Jerry Nelson has
assured me that he stands
ready to help.

Note that the Puritan
Bennett 173701 conneclor,
which plugs into the regula-
tor, has no barbs on the stem
over which the tubing fits.
Therefore the clamp which
holds the tubing to the con-
nector needs to be clinched
particularly tightly.

— Joe Baer, BFSS Safety Coor-
dinator.

THE WASSERKUPPE REALLY
EXISTS!

I recently found my
self in the right place (Ger-
many) and with the Lime to
pay a visit to the most fa-
mous place in soaring, the
Wasserkuppe. Located deep in
the Rhén mountains and at an
elevation of some 950 meters,
the Wasserkuppe is the site
of many of the early experi-
ments in the sport of gliding
and soaring. Many of the
early records were set in the
region, as well as many of
the developments in the art
of glider design.

We arrived in a nearby
town, Fulda, in mid-afternoon
on an overcast day. After
locating a hotel, we drove to
the Wasserkuppe for a look
around. Unfortunately, what
was an overcast day at lower
elevations was a completely
socked in day at 950 meters.
Following a narrow, twisting
mountain road in visibility
which was sometimes less than
75 meters was a bit of a cha-
llenge — as a matter of fact,
we drove past the site, com—
pletely missing a couple of
large bus-filled parking lots
and several large buildings
in the gloom.

When we realized our




DEUTSCHES

SEGELFLUGMUSEUM

Note that the museum building, less than 50 feet b
Great flying weather!

1s partially obscured by fog.

error, we returned, parked
the car, and ﬁrﬂped our way
to a well-stocked gift
shop(!), a couple of large
hanger—like buildings housing
the flight school, and a mu-
The most interesting
of the visible buildings, the
museum, houses a collection
of twenty of so of the most
historic aircraft in

soaring — from a replica of
Otto Lilienthal's first suc—
cessful glider, through early
primary machines, gliders
developed to demonstrate
scaring as an olympic sport
at the 1936 games, and on to
a couple of more modern

Seuln.

Also included are

exhib dedicated to the
life Lilienthal, and sev-
eral the major German
soaring pioconeers, such as

Heini Dittmar and Hanna
Reitsch. Also te be seen was

a collection of models of the

famous German gliders. Al-

though we had forgotten the

camera, we asked about taking

1 4 (]

phetos, and decided to retur
1"

the next merning for a photo

op ,and hoping for better

owing morning
e

was much ¢ r alt lower
elevations, bul as we reached
Lhe heights of the Rhén, we

again found visibility down

=

ehind the sign

almost nothing — much like
upslope in our own front
range. 1
photos of the interior of the
Unfeortunately, be-
cause of the dense fog, we

museun.
vy Lt I
weren t able Lo photograph
any of the historic Wasser-
kuppe soaring field, and

~couldn't see the Tamous eagle

monument associated with the
site. Also missed was a vis—
it to nearby Poppenhausen,
location of the famcus Schle-
icher sailplane fact
Even if time had allow
{ k

appointment for a visit.
Oh, wel vould have

been nice to have
of

be. Kevin Weeks, of the

<= ) = Ve -

Week s Aviation Museum 1in

Florida, had been there for '

the previous sleven days, and
5 ¢

had 4 g

Germany,
1411 o 5 1 TR
schedule a visit to the Was
serkuppe — the museum alone
1s worth the time, and who

taKe You Lo centra

FOR SALE

LS~4 in almost new con—
dition. Low total time, com—
pletely refinished in 19%5.
Comes complete with 5-NAV,
Becker com, trailer, ground
equipment. It's a a great han-—
dl;ng ship! Asking $36,000.

{
{
days or {(719)
nings.
- Jim Schwerin.

HELP WANTED

I have again found my—
self over—committed, and
wanting to escape from some
of my obligations. Since I
have been editor of "AIRWOR-
THY" since August 1989, it
seems this is one of the com—
mitments that I should end.
Therefore, I have decided
that I will resign the edi-

torship of "AIRWORIHY &8s of
the end of 1995. £ seems

time for a new "lock", a new

approach to reporting on the

tivities of the Black For-

est Soaring Society and 1ts
rs

Thah being said, BFSS
now needs someone Lo step
forward to take over this
duty. The requirements for
the job are simple — some
time each month to assemble
items of interest, put them
in some sort of order, and
see to the printing, assembly
and mailing of the resulting
newsletter. Access to z com—
“uter or word processing de-—
vice 1s helpful but not es-—
sential. Here 1s an oppor—
tunity for you to be in the
know about BFSS
meet new people, and have a
fun time 3;} at once. f

getivities,




AIRWORTOY

OFFICIAL JOURNAL OF THEE BLECK FOREST SOARING SOCIETY
A NOT-FCR-PROFIT CHAPTER OF THE SORRING SOCIETY OF AMFRICA

"EIRRORTEY" is published monthly for the Black Forest Soaring Society members and lot owners at Kelly Alir
Park and centains zotices of the SGCIELY § husiness me e:;rg Newsletter e hange with other soaring clubs in
Coloraco is encouraged. Non-members subscripiion to "AIRWORTHY" is SlO/year. irect all correspondence to :

Editor, AIRWORTHY
Black Forest Scaring Society
24565 David C. Johnson Loep
Elbert, CC 80106
BLACK FCREST SOARING SOCIETY OPFICERS

TITLE NAME HOME PEONE WORK PHONE

PRESIDENT BILL GERBLICK (30G3) 728-3484 {303) 985-0026

JICE-PRESIDENT TOM EGGERS {T19) 488-9609

SECRETARRY TIX WOCD (303) 777-9102

TRIASURER JCHN GOODLETTE {719) 495-3334

DIRECTCR-AT-LARGE HANS ARNOLD (303) 841-5126 (303) 357-6094

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE DAN MAROTT {303} 560-5190 {303} 397-2655

CIRECTOR-AT-LERGE HARRY SCE.' MBIRG (715) 543-9834 {(7.9) 598-0908

LEGAL COUNCIL 308 LEE (303) 6%4-6513 {303) 292-1020

STATEMEXT OF PURPOSE
¢ The purpose of ¢ ARING B0CIETY, a not-for-profit corporation, is ‘o provide the

location, eguipm ert and k now how to guarantee the safest, mos: enjoyable sozring experience possible: o provide
the aopportunity for o and ra ::irg of sailplane pilots; and the advancemen; and development cf their
piloting skills and ju,:emen:. Th creation of S50AR BLAL” POREST as g commercial soaring operation provides the
resources to achieve {hal goal, gives EFSS members a base of operations for continued personal achievements and
Tuture group projescts, and provides access for the general public to the world of soaring.
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